
 

 

Universal Jazz Advocates & Mentors Society 

Minutes - Annual General Meeting 2020 
7:30 P.M. Thursday May 27th, 2020 

Virtual Zoom Meeting 

 

 
Attended by:  Dave Paulson, Eric Hughes, Liam Arthurs, Bill Kent, David Flello, Paul 
Baracos, Rachel Chubb-Higgins, Karen Lindsay, Jed Sutherland 
 
Establish Quorum – a quorum was confirmed and the meeting opened by president 
Paulson at approximately 7:35 p.m 
 
Approval of agenda – acceptance moved by Karen Lindsay/ David Flello second – 
carried 
 
Approval of minutes of previous AGM – acceptance moved Liam Arthurs/ Bill Kent 
second - carried 
 

Treasurer’s Report – the treasurer presented the draft financial statements for 2019, 
including breakdowns for various programs.  Questions from the members followed.  
Treasurer David Flello moved acceptance/ Karen Lindsay second – carried 
 
 
President’s Report – as this marks the 15th anniversary of the Society, president 
Paulson reviewed the year’s artistic and educational accomplishments and thanked the 
previous board for their commitment and excellent work in pursuit of our mission 
statement.   
 
Program Reports: 
 
Summer Camp – our second Summer Jazz Camp included a Summer Festival 
component and again was successful, although not reaching the target enrolment.  
Plans are in progress for this summer’s event, although in a much different format. 
 

Club Nights – monthly Club Night events were held, although the last two held virtually.  

Comments and ideas were shared on how to improve this program for the future. 

 
Young All Stars – Dave Flello, with assistance from Eric Hughes, recapped the year 
and presented a written report from the program coordinators, Ashley Wey and Louis 
Rudner, who were congratulated by the Directors for their work with young musicians.  
This program continues to be a cornerstone for jazz education in the community. 
 
Website/ Communications - thanks to webmaster Linda Gould, our website has 
continued to gain audience and has great potential for expansion.  President Paulson 
pointed to work yet to be done in improving our communications with the community 
through social media and the website. 
 

 



Membership – Membership in 2019 continued to grow, with some 200+ members 

signing up or renewing.  Thanks were expressed to Sharon Rae-Powell for her work with 

this. 

 

Recognition of Retiring Directors - Three Directors are stepping down including long-

time director and former president, Barry Gough, Sharon Rae-Powell, who was very 

helpful as volunteer coordinator and membership chair, and Carlos Saunier who has 

moved out of the area. 

 

A larger loss however was felt in the passing of Honorary Life Director Harry Hyde, who 

passed a short time ago.  He was remembered for his constant support of our efforts 

and his great love of the music.  A special memorial concert is being planned for our 

upcoming year. 

 

 
 
Nominations for Directors for 2020 
 
Nominations were received for Directors as below: 
 
President – Eric Hughes 
Vice President – Liam Arthurs 
Secretary – Jed Sutherland 
Treasurer – David Flello 
Past President – Dave Paulson 
 
Directors at Large –  Rachel Chubb Higgins – volunteer coordinator 

Karen Lindsay – membership chair 
Dale Rasmussen - programming 
Bill Kent – programming & fund raising 
Maria Manna - communications 

   Paul Baracos – fund raising 
 
All were acclaimed 
 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:40. 
 

 


